The treatment of paracetamol overdose with charcoal haemoperfusion and cysteamine.
A 53-year-old female was admitted to hospital one hour after taking an overdose of 60 g of paracetamol and 960 mg of codeine. Two hours after ingestion of the drug, the plasma concentration of paracetamol was 3040 mumol/l. In view of the enormous, and potentially fatal, plasma concentration of the drug, charcoal haemoperfusion was undertaken as well as cysteamine therapy. Charcoal haemoperfusion and cysteamine therapy led to the rapid removal of the paracetamol from the body and consequently prevented the development of severe hepatic necrosis. It is suggested that charcoal haemoperfusion as well as cysteamine has a role in the management of severe overdosage with paracetamol. This is the first report on the use of charcoal haemoperfusion for acute poisoning in Australia.